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INTRODUCTION. 



As SOME of the readers of the narratives 
related in this little work may be more favor- 
ably impressed by them if they are convinced ot 
their truth, the translator begs to mention that 
the relator of them is well known tb the Count 
Ton-der Kecke Von Volmenstein, whose excel- 
lent Institution for orphans and destitute chil- 
dren at Diisselthal Abbey, near Dusseldorf, has 
made him known to a large part of the Christian 
public as a faithful, self-denying follower of his 
Lord and Saviour ; and to him the manuscript 
was given, to be printed at the press at Diissel- 
thal, should he consider it calculated to be 
useful to the many souls committed to his 
charge, as well as to others into whose hands it 
might fall. Particulars of the above mentioned 
1# 
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Vi INTRODUCTION. 

interesting Institution may be. found in the his- 
tory of Diisseltkal Abbey, published by Nisbet in 
1838, and sold for the benefit of the establish- 
ment There are at this time from one hnndred 
and. fifty to one hundred and sixty children in 
it ; and since its foundation in 1822, more than, 
one thousand young persons have been sent 
from it into the world, who have, with very few 
exceptions ^ined respectable livelihoods, either 
in service, or by the many kinds of trades which, 
they have been taught there, according to their 
different tastes and abilities. 
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preface: 



To HIM who willingly hears or reads about 
the kingdom of heaven, I will relate some facts 
that may interest. I am not speaking of the 
kingdom of heaven above, but of that which Jesus 
Christ the Son of Ood, has set up on earth 
among us sinners ; and which offers forgiveness 
of sins, life, and salvation, to every one here be* 
low. Oh! listen, parents and teachers — yea, 
all who have grown up in the church of 
Christ — ^to the great things Jeans, the friend of 
children and of sinners, has done. You in par- 
ticular, dear children, give ear, and profit by 
what you hear ; to you principally I will speak. 
Perhaps through these narratives you may first 
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VIU * PEEFACE. 

be induced to consider about, the kingdom of 
God, and early seek to gain a share in that sal- 
vation which the Lord Jesus has gained for you 
wiih his blood, and which your heavenly Fath- 
er has destined for you from eternity. 

THE AUTHOE. 
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, 

ETC., ETC. 



I. 

LZFB AHOlfO THE DEAD. 

" Hef set me down in the midst of the valley which was full 
of bones— and, lo, they were very dry. And he said unto 
me, Son of man, cair these bones life 7— Prophesy upon 
them, and say, O ye dry hones, hear the word of the Lord ; 
and I prophesied, and the breath came into them, and they 
Uved.''— Ezekiel 37. 

As ASSISTANT master in a free school, I 
instructed two classes, consisting, together, 
of one hundred and twenty children, of from 
ten to fourteen years of age. All these 
children were in life, and'yet were dead, — 
they were alive to the world — they were not 
dead to that which is earthly and carnal — 
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10 LIFE AMONG THE DEAD. 

the play-ground was all life. In the school 
hours, instruction of all kinds was given 
them. They were well acquainted with the 
history of tfte Hvorld ; with Geography, Nat- 
ural Philosophy, Mathematics, German, 
French, and Latin ; but though so alive to 
worldly objects, to heavenly ones they were 
dead. About the God of heaven and earth 
they troubled not themselves ; inquired not 
after him ; prayed not to him. His Word 
they learned by rote, but took it not into 
their hearts. And thus have I ever found 
it in all schools with most of the pupils; 
and you, dear children, who read this, may 
be like many of my scholars. Oh that I 
could impress those words of the Son of 
God upon your hearts ! Mark 8 : 36 ; 
" What shall it profit a man, if he shall g^in 
th^ whole world, and lose his own soull 
Or what sball a ms^n gire in exchange foe 
his soul f" Hear, then, how it lyas wUb 
my scholars, andieara from them> In th^ 
hours for religious instruction, as w^ll a^ 
occasiofially at other times, I soo^t 1K> imh 
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ufK kmms mtfr msm. 11 

prM9 tipon their minds that nW men ute sin* 
Here by nature ; that they must all repent) 
and be born again, ''or ftom abore/' in of« 
der to be saved. At first they understood 
but Irttle of vrhat I said ; then they learned 
it by heart ; remaining, however, just in the 
Batfie state; not one mourned for his sins, 
and said, '< What sbalt I do to be saved 1^^ 
*^U1 remain in my sins, 1 shall 6e lost for« 
B^STi'* This deeply grieved me ; and often 
with tears I supplicated the Lord, and said^ 
" Lbrd, have mercy upon them ; open their 
eyes and hearts to thy truth.'' One winter 
evening, as I sat sorrowful and ^eving 
over them, I heard a noise upon the stair'* 
ease, and then a knock at the door ; and 
behold who was there'} Eight boys with 
their Bibles under their arms. They an« 
awered my question of wbat was their 
business, by saying, ''You have often ex* 
honed us to turn unto the Lord ; we find 
also in the BiUe that no man, without being 
born again, can enter tb^ kingdom ^ heav* 
aaiu- Am we woold gladly be saved, we 
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come to you to be instructed what to do.'' 
I heard this with iudeseribable delight, and 
direetly began doing as they requested. 
First I said, " You are now like the Jews 
in the Acts of the apostles, (2 : 37,) who 
said to the Apostles, 'Men and brethren, 
what shall we dot Peter answered) Be« 
pent and be baptised every one of jrou. in . 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ' And 
thus the apostle of the Lord speaks to you 
also, and directs you what tojdo to be saved. 
Now it is not necessary for you to be bap*- 
tized, as you have been already ; but you 
must believe^ as in Mark 1 : 15, ^Repent ye, 
and believe the GrospeL' " We now con* 
Vensed upon repentance as the &Hi nece»* 
sary step to salvation. I pointed out to 
them^Acts 17: 30, that all men are com** 
manded to repent; that man, through re* 
pentance and faith alone, can obtain for* 
giveness of sins; and that, without genuine 
repentance, he is in the greatest danger of 
being delivered up to the wrath to come. 
(Matt 3 : 7^ia) Oh I dear reader) reflait 
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upon this, as these children reflected ; and 
inquire, as they did, *'What is then true 
repentance?'' Repentance is turning from 
sin— -<:on version. In his natural state*- 
that iS) as long as nmn is unconverted, not 
filled with the Spirit of God — he is dead in 
sin, and under the wrath of God. (Ephes. 
2:) He sins without intermission, though 
he is not sensible of it In this state be 
cannot be saved, but he is not frightened at 
the prospect gf hell : Job 21 : 13, and fol- 
lowing verseis. Now if a man, through the 
grace of God, acknowledges his sins, like 
David, (Psalm 51,) so that he not only sees 
with the understanding that he has broken 
God's commandments, and richly deserves 
his everlasting wrath, but feels it in his 
heart, (Psalm 38: 4,) that his iniqui- 
ties are gone over his head ; that aa> 
heavy burden they are too heavy for him 
to bear ; so that he earnestly desires grace, 
and forgiveness, and a clean heart, (Psalm 
61,) and seeks accordingly to walk up- 
righly ; be it is who repents truly. When 
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I asked the children if titej found them^ 
selves under 4hese circumstances, they an* 
• awercd,^" No.^^ They explained Ibat they 
saw clearly they had sinned ; and they were 
so wicked, they trembled with terror before 
God: they conld not belieye. I said to 
them, '^ Knowledge of sin comes through 
the law ; and God opens our eyes in answer 
to our prayers, as when David said, 'Lord, 
open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
the wonders of thy law.' .Let us kneel 
down and pray together, and th^i before 
Him examine ourselvei by his Ten Com*- 
mandments." They now all kneeled down 
with me; and I called upon the Lord to 
grant us penitent hearts, and prepare us for 
this great duty. I then explained the Com- 
mandments. In the first, 1 described to 
them the majesty and holmess of the living 
God, and o^ir obligations to fear him above 
all beings. They soon acknowledged they 
•had never possessed that holy fear which 
would prevent their grieving the Lonrd by 
sin. 1 then pointed out to tbea the loir» 
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of God, which had not spared his only Sony 
but had given him for us all, and our duty 
to love him in return above all things. 
They could not say that they had truly 
loved God above all things. I went on ex<- 
plainiog the other Commandments; point- 
ing out to them how sinful it was to put no 
trust in our faithful God — to take his name 
in vain — to profai^ his Sabbath— not to 
honor their parents — to hate or bear ill will 
to their neighbor — to be unchaste, &c» 
But behold, I had scarcely reached the 
Seventh Commandment, when all around 
began to weep aloud, and one declared af-* 
ter another, '^ I have broken all God's laws; 
I have kept none; I shall certainly be lost'' 
Only two remained indifferent, thinking 
still there was much that was good in them ; 
to which, indeed, they said, the teachers 
themselves had given testimony. I wept 
with those who wept, andrejoiced with the 
angels in heaven over the sinners who re- 
pented. '* You need not be lost,'' said I to 
them ; '' Jesus is come to save sinners. He 
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bath delivered you from the curse oi the 
law — has destrojred the handwriting that 
was against you; only believe, and you are 
forgiven; you are accepted, and your names 
are written in heaven." However, they 
still continued to weep, and did not com- 
prehend my words. Wlien I inquired of 
any one of them, " Do you not, then, be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ hath saved you, a 
poor lost condemned sinner, from all yout 
sins 7" the answer was, " I cannot." Then 
I said, *^'This belief will not come from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God;" and knelt 
down with them, earnestly to entreat the 
Lord to grant them faith. They were 
visibly moved during the prayer ; and when 
we ceased, I asked one of them, *' Now, 
canst thou believe ?" He answered, with 
tears of joy, " Yes, now I believe what is 
written, that Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin ; and that all who believe in him 
shall not be lost, but inherit everlasting 
life." All the six declared the same, who 
had before so deeply felt their guilt ; but 
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LIFE AM0N9 THE DEAD. 17 

the two who had not yet fully aeknowl- 
edged their sins, could not now rejoice in 
believing. To me all this was — and is to 
this hour — as a blesaed dream ; and had I 
not often in later life witnessed such con- 
Tersions, it would appear to me, as it does 
to many who have not experienced similar 
uistances, as too extraordinaify to believe. 
Hawever, that men can so qmckly be coo-r 
verted and saved, is provjsd to us by the 
Ibief on the cross. 

Oh that all, both old and young, wouk} 
but suffer themselvea to be led by the Holy 
Spirit to bappino89 and heaven! Bow 
blessed are they, bow full of riches and 
boBoir, who early seek ai»d find the salva-^ 
tjon of J^eaus Christ ! 
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II. 

THE SKATES. 

"They that are Christ's hare crucified thf fleah ^th the 
affections and lusts."— Gal. 6 : 24. 

A FAITH that does not produce works, is 
dead and vain. But the above-mentioned 
children showed by their actions, after that 
evening, that they had obtained living 
faith. The remaining two also acknowl- 
edged, somewhat later, their entire guilt 
before God ; and were enabled, after a few 
days, to rejoice as much in their belief as 
the others. All were industrious, obedi^fit, 
and affectionate in the school. What they 
knew to be sin they carefully avoided ; and 
every evening they came to me with their 
Bibles, that I might further instruct them 
m the truth. One dity I was informed 
these children were going to part with their 
skates, as they considered skating a worldly 
amusement, which they now were unwiU 
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THB SKATES. 19 

ling to enter into. I rejoiced at their zeal ; 
yes, I became often ashamed on account of 
it. In this case, however, -I pointed out to 
them that skating might be pursued as a 
healthy exercise. It is another thing with 
regard to dancing, and such kind of amuse- 
ments, by which, among worldlings, one is 
so much exposed to the danger of sinning, 
and being induced to lore the world. This 
they indeed felt. Oh that all who caU 
themselves Christians would be thus care- 
ful to €nter in at the narrow gate, and to 
walk in the straight way which so few 
find, and yet alone l^ids to heaven ! 

To all children and young people, I ex- 
claim ainl ^itreat, O ! fear and avoid every 
pursuit, every person, that may turn your 
heart from Jesus. You are now at the age 
when passions reign. Think of thehottr 
of death, and mc^e of the cross that Jesus 
bore, of his agonies and pain ; and thus will 
the pleasures of this world become hateful 
to you. 
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III. 

"llredmn* if M]r of you do err from the tmtli, «iid ettt 
9pm^rt hin); let torn kopw, that Jie which cepv^rmb a fiiv 
0$r IVom the error of his way shall save a soul from death, 
and shall hile a multitude of sins. "-^ James 5 : 19, 20. 

AM05w^ all the fmits of foith, love is the 
t>rbioipal. If we have love one ta Mothei^ 
tbe Lojrd wiU ackaawledge m lobe his dis^ 
oipto* *' God 19 love," say» J<A» ; *^ and 
he that dwelletb ia love dwelleth i^ God, 
and God m him," (I John 4 : l&) 'We 
know th^ we have passed ffom death unto 
Ufe, because we love the brethren. He 
that loveth Bot his brothe? abidoth ia 
death." These believing chiklroEi lived in 
love together, and shewed also love to oth^ 
ers. One day two of them were praying 
alone with me. Vfhea I ceased to j«ray, 
one of them lifted up his voice, and thanks 
ing God for having granted him faith, be^ 
gan to weep bitterly, and to intercede 
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earnestly for his unbelieving parents, broth- 
ers, and sisters. Upon this the other also 
warmly supplicated that grace might be 
bestowed upon bis aged grandmother. All 
these children spoke with the other schok 
arf upon their state before God, and affec- 
tionately exhorted them to re|pntance. 
One of them came to me one day, who had 
saved up his money to buy tracts. When 
Irart:ed htm what he would do with them, 
he said be could not so well represent to 
ihe other children what is necessary to sal- 
vation as is done in these little publications, 
and he wished earnestly they might become 
as happy as h4mself ; therefore he would 
give them these books. He continued re- 
peatedly to do this ; and thus he was the 
means of bringing many a child to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

He who, as a sinner, rests entirely in the 
sacrifice of our blessed Lord, has found the 
faith that produces good works. Thus 
blessed, thus strong, is even a child wbo 
can 'truly believe; for the faith that joints 
to the Saviour is all powerful. 
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IV, 

THB DBBAM. 

' ** And they brought unto him also infants, that he would 
toock them ; but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked 
them. But Jesus called them unto him, and said. Suffer lit^ 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not : for of suc^ 
is the kingdom of God. "—Luke 13:1 5—1 7. 

One would think that all the parenls of 
these children would have Dejoiced over the 
visible change in them ; but if it was so at 
fir^t, that evil being who goeth about seek** 
ing whom he may devour, soon fouiui 
means to sow tares among t&e wheat. An 
evil disposed man took occasion to speak to 
the parents, telling them to beware of me, 
for I should make their children Pietists.^ 
"Do not suflfeF..this," said he; "whoever 
belongs to this seot, will find it very diffi- 
cult to get into any good situation : he will 
be hated by all, and come to poverty." 



* A term of reproach used in the sant way ||i Gtioiiny m 
Methodists in England. 
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This ccnrenatioQ made an impression 
lipon many of the parents* The father of 
dne of the boys, forbade his son to come 
again to me for private itistrnction ; if he 
ventured to do this, he should be punished^ 
The boy came to me miich distressed, and 
related this. He said, '* If I should suffer 
I^unirfiment for the Lord's sake, yet will I 
Bot forsake him. I am come again to you.'^ 
But I said to him, *^ My child, 1 advise you 
to obey your father, and keep away from 
me. You believe in your Saviour, you 
must not forsake him. Earnest, fervent 
]nrayer, and searching the Holy Scriptures^ 
you must never for one day neglect, even 
if it is forbidden you to do it ; for you must 
obey Qod rather than man ; and he who 
forsakes not father and mother for the 
Lord^s sake, is not worthy of him. My 
instruetions yon have daily in the school^ 
and indeed it would be very desirable if 
you could come to me in the evenings; but 
that aho the Lord can easily iiecomplish if 
he wi^s; for he mmet^ the hwh of man 
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as the water-brooks : tfaer^re pray to him 
to turn your father's heart, so that be nmy 
allow you tocomfe agahi." "Ah!** said 
be, <'I did not think of that; I will do it 
directly." The next day he came to m^ 
with a joyful countenance, and said, *' The 
Lord Jesus has heard my prayer — rejoice 
with me. My father said to me this morn- 
ing, ' My son, it is not my intention to keep 
you from your master. Go again in the 
evening as before : there you learn no eviL" 
I related this to my mother, and she in- 
formed me why my father's determination 
had become changed. He dreamed in the 
night that he was surrounded by a clear 
light, and a voice from heaven called to 
him, '^Saul, Saul, why perseciltest thou 
me 7" Therefore, he awoke much fright- 
ened and disturbed; and said to my moth*- 
er, '' I have had a dream that has made me 
very uneasy." She told him this had be* 
fallen him because he would not uUow me 
to go to my master's ia the evenings. 
<' Well, I believe it may be so,-' he said; 
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^^ I will again allow him to go." Oh ! ye 
parents who read this, restrain not your 
children from coming to Jesus ! He will 
require them -certainly at your hands, as a 
charge entrusted to you ; and you that are 
young, see how Jesus loves little children, 
and how he listens to, and answers, their 
prayers : he will enable them to break the 
fetters of sin, and stand against all the ef- 
forts of the great enemy of man. 
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TH£ BAKEHOUSB.* 

" And the haiid*of the Lord was with them : and a great 
ntm^ber believed, and turned unto the Lord.''— Acts 11 : 21. 

Tm aamber of boys which came to me 
soon amounted to abont fifty; the work 
became too much ; I oould not sufier them 
to come daily, and after a time decided 
they should assemble for an hour every 
Sabbath afternoon. Besides this, they were 
accustomed to meet together for prayer^ 
singing, and reading aloud the Holy Scrip- 
tures. As many of the boys had contersed 
seriously with their sisters, there arose soon 
among the girls a hunger and thirst after 
the Word of God. They entreated me to 
grant them likewise religious instruction. 
I at first refused, as I was not their teach- 
er. Soon, however, I heard to my aston- 
ishment that they assembled together in a 
bakehouse, where the baker's son delivered 
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the explanations upon the passages in 
Scripture which I had before given to the 
boys. As I could not help fearing this plan 
might lead to some^rrodTE, and I also grieve 
them by declining to instruct them upon 
those subjects which their teacher did not 
enter into, I suffered them also to come to 
me when I dismissed the boys, and there 
irere soon as many who believ^ of one sex 
ma the other. Among these children were, 
however, many who were only excited ; 
ind felt some desires after holiness, without 
their hearts being renewed. In what des^ 
trnctive company to their souls do many 
yomig persons p^ss their early years ! But 
these children dVeit in blessed communkm, 
seeking to edify one another. Oh that 
childreti who read this, instead of following 
the crowd into that broad way that leadeth 
to destruction, would join together in con^ 
cert in coming to itie Lord — td ihaf Lord 
" who alone can save them?' 
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VI. 

60DDB1I' DBATK. 

" Watch, therefore : for ye know not what hoot your Lofd 
doth come."— Matthew 24 : 42. 

Notwithstanding the regular and holy 
life of so many children, a great many still 
remained quite indifferent in their sinful 
way of life. One boy, whom I asked if he 
would not also turn to his Saviour, said, 
" He was too young ; when he was older, 
then he would become religious." Thus 
perhaps many a child, ao^ many a grown 
person thinks, into whose hands these little 
histories may fall — would that all who read 
them would take heed to the voice of the 
Lord! "Watch; for ye know not what 
hour your Lord will come." Think of 
Lot's wife : " Behold, I come as a thief in 
the night." A' fine, lively boy was one 
day, in the school, pressingly exhorted to 
attend to the Word of God, and told he 
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could not know how long he still might 
have for repentance. "Oh," said he, 
laughing, " I ^hall certainly not die so very 
soon." But remark-^be soon felt himself 
unwell, complained of head-ache, begged 
to be allowed to return home, and then was 
obliged directly to go to bed ; his mother 
iindredf^ hm^ and observing his body full 
of an eruption, sent for a physician, but 
before be arrived tbe boy was dead. As4 
oh! dear seaders, beware, lest it be thus 
with you, and your souls be stiH unpre* 
pared ; and y<Hi come to that plaoe where 
wailing and gnashing of teeth are eterpal. 
Hasten, children, while there is yet time to 
be save4 from the heavy fetters of Satan ; 
fray for true repentance, while the blood 
<^ your 3aviour can wa^sh away your sm^. 



3* 
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YII. 

PRATBR FROM THE HfiAHT. 

** Lord, teach us to prayi as John also taught his disciples/* 
—Luke 11 : 1. 

One morning, as I went to the school, I 
found a boy waiting in the entrance for 
me. He stepped forwards timidly, and 
said, " You have often exhorted us to pray; 
but I can only say over prayers that I have 
learnt. If I would pray from the heart, I 
cannot. I have tried to do it, anli I have 
knelt down : but not a word could I say." 
I inquired of him if he repented of his sins. 
" Oh yes," said he, weeping ; " my sins\ 
givie me great pain, and I am in great ^ 
trouble on account of them." I said to 
him — and say it to all those who cannot 
yet pray from the heart, "Entreat the 
Lord Jesus, and he will teach you to say 
to him, ' Lord Jesus, behold I am so mis- 
erable that I cannot so much as pray ; have 
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pity on me, and teach me.' He will then 
pour down upon you the spirit of grace, 
and of supplications, so that you will be 
able to pray from the bottom of tl^^ heart, 
and with faith. The next morning, the 
boy came again to the entrance of the 
school ; looked very happy ; and stepping 
up to me, said, *^NowI can pray." I 
have acknowledged all my sins to the Lord 
Jesus, and can believe." Hasten then, all 
ye cold-hearted, to bow the knee, and call 
for the help of the Sjpirit; and soon you 
will have power to tread the narrow path 
that leads to heiaven. 
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VIII. 

Tgg LITTLE ILOPB-MAJ^a 

<* Rejoice, inMmnch as ye are ptrts&etti of Cbritt^ «u0uv' 
ugs; tbAtvhenhis glory sbaUU xeTeaMi 7« il»7 1?« gM 
with exceeding joy. If ye be reproa^shed fcnr the name of 
Christ, happy are ye ; for the spirit of glory and of Grod 
rtsl«thupoayoa.>''-i>l P(iter4: 13j 14. 

YB^Y frequent ia prayer i^jua the little 
son of a rope-maker, whose wicked father, 
given up to drunkenness, ^as heard to say, 
to his own shame, and his child's glory , 
"I know not what is come to my son. 
He was a cunning, sly boy, full of merry 
tricks ; he was the joy of my heart. Now 
he has no amusing droll ways ; but is con- 
stantly either at work, sitting with his 
books, or upon his knees. I have beat him to 
prevent his praying, but it is of no use ; he 
will not go to sleep of a night on any ac- 
count without it. I have seen him get up 
again in his shirt, and fall directly upon his 
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knees, biecause he had neglected to pray 
before he went to bed." 

liisten, ye parents, to the words of ^the 
Saviour : ^' Let little children come unto me, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 
Come then, become all like little children : 
pray, believe, and be saved with them. 
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IX. 

t^A^ftCNTS BSfOBMCB fiT MEAlirs OF TWRtk OStLD. 

"For the childieiL ought not to lay up for the |arents, bi|t 
the parents for the children."— 2 Cor. 12 : 14. 

All parents should set their children a 
good example in prayer, repentance, and 
faith ; but I have found that children some* 
times in these things greatly exceed and 
shame their parents. Among my pupils 
was the son of a linen- weaver : his parents 
were dead in trespasses and sins — no one 
prayed in the house. The eldest son, aged 
thirteen 3rears, came however, while in the 
school, to the knowledge of his Redeemer, 
and from that time prayed most diligently. 
His little brother slept with him in a cham- 
ber up stairs and complained to his parents : 
" Father — Mother — I can never now get to 
sleep directly of a night; for my brother 
kneels down before his bed, and talks yso 
long with somebody." One evejiing the 
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curious parents crept softly after him, and 
listened at the door and heard him fervent- 
ly praise his gracious God for all his good- 
ness and then pray with such earnest 
su{q[iticationft for his paieats^ for his broth- 
ers, and for all men, that they could not 
lefraiii from tears, and told their youngest 
son never to disturb his brother while thus 
employed, became themselves more serious, 
$ad l^id ^Q more stumbling* blocks in tiie 
way of the pioHS boy. Let all who honor 
the Lord Jesua, hear this with thankfulness 
and paraise : and oh that the wb^ worl4 
mghi experience the everlasting Sua af 
Im grace! 
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UTTLE HBITBT; OR THB BLESSED 0SBX8TMAS 
FEAST. 

" And the Angel said imto them, For behold I bHag yoa 
good tidings of great joy ^riiich shall be to all people." — 
Luke 2 : 10. 

It happened one year, that I had saved 
up a little sum of money, and had bought 
with it articles' of clothing for some quite 
poor children. On the evening of Christmas 
Day they were to come and receive them. 
Before the distribution of the gifts, some 
Christian friends arrived to visit me. The 
presents were placed in the back room, and 
we remained in the front room to sing a 
Christmas hymn. After the hymn and 
prayer, I asked the first boy, ** Wherefore 
do we celebrate the Christmas feast?" "Be- 
cause," he replied, "our Lord Jesus was 
born into the world." " Who is the Lord 
Jesus?" "God's Son.^' "Why did he 
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come into the world, and take upon him 
the fonn of a man?" ''In ofder to save 
lis." ''Has he then saved us?" Yes, 
through his suflferings and death." *' Will 
3rou now then go to heaven?" At this 
question the child cast down his eyes, be- 
came red, and did not euiswec. The second 
child answered, " No." The others looked 
down, and remained mlent. However, 
when I asked the little Henry, about thir- 
teen years of age, but very small, he anr 
s#ered, with sparkling eyes, "Yes, 1 hc^pe 
lo go to heavsen." " You go to heaven !" 
said I ; "Do you remember how idle you 
were only a quarter of a year since ? Th^ipi 
I was obliged to phnish you very much. 
How many more sins has God seen in you. 
He has still more reason to punish you." 
"Yes," said he, "I have committed sins 
enough, but I have heartily, repented of 
them all; and since I turned to the Lord 
Jesus, been very careful to avoid sin," I 
wafi quite astonished at l^s boy. . Of his 
conversion I had not known, but Ihi/sf I sa- 
4 
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membered directly, that for some time past 
he had been very industrious in the school, 
and very obedient and affectionate. "Do 
you believe now in the Lord Jesus?" in- 
quired I, further. "Yes," said he, "I be- 
lieve Jesus Christ hath redeemed me, a 
poor lost condemned being, from all my 
sins, from death, and from the power of 
the devil." This he said so freely and 
joyfully, that the tears came into our eyes 
for joy. I inquired further, " Are you able, 
for your faith's sake, to endure persecution ; 
for if you love the Lord the world will hate 
you." "Oh!" said he, "only on Sunday 
Inst I had a great quarrel with my brother 
Augustus on this account." They had, it 
appeared, conversed about my sermon. 
The elder brother, Augustus, had spoken 
ill of it. Henry had defended it, and had 
made some remonstrances with his brother 
upon his sins ; which the latter had taken 
ill, and said, "Behold you indeed teach 
me, — don't you sin also?" Upon which 
Henry answered, " I sip- indeed, also ; but, 
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since I have sought the Lord, not willingly ; 
and as I now have faith, I hope all my sins 
are forgiven.'' His animated countenance, 
while saying this, was quite refreshing to 
look upon, and his joyful faith shamed us 
all. We could not for a moment doubt 
that to him mercy had indeed been vouch- 
safed, and could not do otherwise than 
praise the Lord for his great goodness, and 
exhort the dear little Henry ever to remain 
true to his Saviour. The children now re- 
ceived their presents, and all went quietly 
away but Henry, who seemed deep in 
thought I told him he should only thank 
the Lord Jesus for his gifts ; but he said, 
^^ I must also thank you, as he has givea 
them to me through you." 

What do you think, dear children, who 
read this account of little Henry ? Are 
you not also lost sinners, who are called to 
mercy? Would you not also be saved? 
Oh come, come all to the Saviour. Do not 
delay. 
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XI. 

TEE FX7NISHMENT. 

" liOTe your enemies ; bless them that corse yoa ; do good 
to them that hate you ; and pray for them which despitefully 
use you and persecute you." — Matt. 5 : 44. 

It was necessary, upon one occasion, liiat 
Henry should be kept in for punishment. 
The Master had be^i obliged to go out of 
the school and hftd given the superintend^ 
ence of it to the first in the class ; and com* 
missioned him to write down the naixie of 
every one who should speak during his 
absence. Henry had inquired someChin|^ 
of the boy next him, respecting the ovders 
of the Master ; was remarked ; his name 
was written down; and he must suffer 
punishment, together with the other boy, 
a shoemaker's son. To the latter he said, 
" We have certainly sinned in this matter ;" 
but, answered the other, "We were not 
talking idly." "True, continued Henry, 
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'^but tba Master kad forbidden diat we 
ahould speftk; we have grieved the Lord 
Jesus by disobedience^ we will entreat his 
forgiveness.'' Kneeling dowii, tliejr eii^ 
treated ibr pardon of tfatis sin, whidi they 
with tears adcncwledged. A b%ger boy 
bad listened at the door^ aad,.as they came 
out, jeered at them for their weeping and 
praying. " Yow are so big," said Henry, 
<(yoa ought to be ashamed to laugh at us. 
You would do better to repent of your own 
sins." The great boy was. going to beat 
them for this, as i came upw When . the 
school in the afternoon began, Henry was 
not there ; but the scoflfer was. I inquired 
of the boys (all of whom did not kiyw of 
this circumstance), "What do you think, 
children? Is it right when any one sees 
that he has grieved his God by sin, with 
tears to entreat for pardon V All answered, 
" Oh yes, that is right, that is good !" 
" But if another laughs at this? jeers at re- 
pentance? even fights and quarrels about 
it?" "Oh, that is shocking!" "Now this 
4* 
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great boy has . done so— he shall, after 
school, be kept in for pnnishment." In the 
meantime Henry had heard this, and said 
to me, '' Oh, Master, do not punish him ! 
He has jeered at me in his ignorance — he 
knows not the truth — nothing better can be 
expected from him." Oh, reader, go thou 
and do likewise. As thy Grod hath mercy 
upon every sinner, as the great Friend of 
man himself had mercy upon his murder- 
ers ; so must the Christian forgive, and not 
seek to revenge himself upon those who 
oppose him, and bear him enmity. 
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XII. 

BBOaZRO. 
" Is not this he ^t sat and begged." John 9 : 8. 

Begging is certainly a sin, if dooe from 
ui inclination to indolence ; but as the little 
Henry begged, it was not sinful. His 
mother knew not her Saviour; she was 
dead in sin, and lived in the greatest pov- 
erty. She had neither for herself or chil- 
dren food and clothing; and obliged Henry 
to go about the country to beg for any thing 
he could get In what manner he did this, 
the reader may see from an example of one 
of the days thus spent Before he left 
home, he prayed to the Lord Jesus to watch 
over him, that he might not sin with other 
often wicked boys, whom he usually met 
with on the road; that "he would guide 
him by his Holy Spirit, in going out 
and coming in." He then took up his beg- 
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ging bag, and went to another boy who 
was also sent out to beg. This boy was 
by nature very quiet ; he loved God's word, 
and suffered himself willingly to be guided 
by Henry; and they set o# together upon the 
road leading out of the town. Many other 
begging children joined them; but Henry 
lemained a httle behind. A peasant^ who 
was going to the town, passed them. No 
one saluted him but Henry,' who remem"' 
bemig that a servant of the Lcurd should be 
friendly towards every one, kindly wished 
him good morning. The peasant stopped 
a moment, resting upon hi& staff, looked at 
him with surprise, and said, ^^ How is this? 
AH the others pass by without notice, and 
you salute me civilly ; for thi» you shall be 
rewarded : come here." He drew out his 
purse, and gave him a penny. Henry ex* 
claimed, '^ O dear sir, I did not salute you 
that I might receive any thing." " That 
does not signify," said the peasant ; ^' I give 
it you, however, for it" At this the others 
w(^ very much asham^. When they 
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approad^ the first TiBage, the oUies chil- 
dren were far before on the road, and Hai- 
ry and his friend remained alone. They 
kneeled down by the way-sid^ and en-' 
treated the Lord that he would be with 
them, and grant that in tlie' tillage they 
might receive liberal gifts; for they knew 
he could dispose the hearts of men to be 
friendly towards them^ as het ean turn the 
water-brooks. Wjifi confideace they en- 
tered the Tillage. Bv^ry one gave some^ 
tibing willingly to them, and soon^ their 
bftgs were filM, so that tbey could have 
retwnedbain^ much sooner than* Aei other 
ofaildr^ ; but Heiwry had a message '• to de^ 
lirer toian/micl^ who>lived in fi vilb^ 
near, which; rather dBitevived them. As the 
two boys were refnvnihg t» the town to- 
wards evening, they met with the sons of a 
piovts master bricklayer, with aome other 
weH disposed children, who had been to 
work for their pa»ent» iit the eountry; so' 
that there were seven of tl^m. They in- 
quired jggrst from- each, other from whence 
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they came, &c. ; after which, Henry said, 
" We will now amuse ourselves with the 
word of God." He then related histories 
from the Bible, questioned the others about 
them, and spoke to them so affectionately 
that they were all well pleased and enter- 
tained. At last he said, ^'What a good 
God is our Lord Jesus ; he has from the 
beginning dearly loved us ; let us then think 
upon what he has done for us, wicked a& 
we are. He came upon the earth, took 
upon him our flesh and blood, and died 
upon the cross for us, that we for our sins 
should not be punished and condemned. 
How much hath he suffered for us ! Can you 
reflect upon his bleeding body hanging 
upon the cross as a curse for man, without 
your hearts being almost broken ?" In say- 
ing this, th^ tears came into his eyes. 
" Oh !" continued he, " we are not worthy 
of his daily goodness towards us ; this day 
t^s he again blest us, and bestowed uppn 
us all that we needed; come let us fall 
down and thank him for all his benefits.'' 
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With these words he knelt down, the other 
children with him ; and praised the Lord, 
thanked him, and prayed that he would 
keep unto the end. those among them who 
had faith in his name ; and to the others 
grant his grace that they might repent and 
believe. All were much affected at this; 
and when they arose, and continued their 
way, Henry said unto them, " Now let us 
raise our voices in a song of thanksgiving 
to the Lord." Upon which they sang the 
hymn, "Praise the Lord, the mighty King 
of kings," and returned rejoicing to their 
homes. 
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XIII. 

SUMPTUOUS Livma. 

" What things were gain to me, thdse counted I loss for 
Christ. I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord."— Phil. 3: 7, 8. 

The desire of little Bfcnry to grow in the 
icnowledge of the Lord rejoioed me 'greatl7. 
Oh did yon, all children, all grown-up 
persons, but possess this, how happy would 
you be ! Henry was accustomed now, not 
only to attend diligently to every sermon, 
and other means of religious instruction, 
but also diligently to study the Scriptures. 
Sometimes he met me in the street as I 
came out of school, and inquired about 
some passages which he could not find, or 
could not understand. One evening his 
brother Augustus was with him, and asked, 
'^ What is the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
which cannot be forgiven in this world or 
the next?" (Matt. 12.: 31, 32.) I gave them 
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the usual interpretation. " The sin against 
the Holy Ghost is an obstinate resistance 
and blasphemy against the known truth; 
yes, a wicked rejection of the means of 
grace. The sin against ihe Son of God, is 
blasphemy against him, which happens in 
the blindness of the heart ; that is, a re- 
jection of the truth from ignorance." I 
showed them, at the same time,, that aU 
resistance against the Holy Ghost, was a 
beginning of the same sin ; and entreated 
both the brothers to take great heed not to 
grieve the Holy Spirit: for the heart easily, 
through the deceitfulness of sin, becomes 
hardened, and falls into this terrible offence 
against the Holy Ghost. I inquired further, 
"How are you going on, Henry?" He 
answered, "Oh, very well; the Lord Jesus 
comforts and refreshes my 
day." "Indeed," said I; "b 
you be going on well, your c' 
ragged, and you have no shoe 
feet?" He smiled cheerfully, 
'* Yes, I was indeed better off 
5 
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with my rich uncle, who is physician to 
the regiment, and unmarried. Then I was 
very well dressed, and eat and drank with 
him good roast meat and wine. Compared 
with that, I have certainly been badly off 
since my mother sent for me to earn her 
living by begging; yet it was lucky for me 
that I came here, or I should not have 
heard of our dear Saviour; — here, faith in 
him has been granted me. I will rather . 
go all my life in rags, and suffer want, if I 
can but preserve my faith and be saved ; 
than have every day roast meat, wine, 
and all sorts of good things, and be lest." 
Oh how blessed are those who, with the 
little Henry, think it more blessed to go to 
the Saviour, than to enjoy the ple;^sures of 
sin for a season ! '^They shall not hunger 
nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun 
smite them : for he that hath mercy on 
them shall lead them, even by the spring 
of water shall he guide them." (Isaiah 
49: 10.) 
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XIV. 




ZEAL FOR THE M] 


• 


" Go ye into aU the world, ai 


very 


creature. He that believelh ai 


vedi 


but he that believeth not shall 


15. 



My dear pupils had the 

poor heathen, of whoi are 

without the blessed Gospel, than they of- 
fered up prayers for them, and brought 
gifts to promote the efforts of those who 
seek to give them the knowledge of their 
Saviour. Little Henry also brought an 
offering. "How!" said I, "you have noth- 
ing yourself, and yet have brought some- 
thing for the heathen." "Oh," said he, 
"I have faith: I know the Lord Jesus: I 
have everlasting life; — ^but it griev«s me 
that these poor heathen, who are our^reth- 
ren, should be lost in their sins." When I 
inquired from whence he had money, he 
answered, "I was thinking yesterday of 
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the poor heathen, and became much af- 
fected at their misery, and laid it before 
the Lord whether I could not do something 
for them ; and then it struck me I could as 
well beg for them as for my ftiother, they 
need it much more. Just then I met with 
the minister of the next village, and said 
to him, * Dear minister, be so very kind as 
to give me a half-p«any for the poor hea- 
then V He rejdied, ^ How ! you beg for the 
heathen? you will keep it fof yourself-' 
'No/ said I; * you can inquire in the town 
whether I do not give it directly to the 
Missionary Society. I do il; entifdy out 
of pity £or the poor heatfien.' Then he.wss 
moved, and gave me money." Another 
time Heary brought three-pence; onecouki 
read in his eyes the truth of the saying, 
" It is more blessed to give than to receive." 
"Where did this money come from," I to* 
quired? " I have honestly earned it^^' he 
replied. " Yesterday I did a great deal of 
work for my onole, for which he gave pie 
sixpence ^ and I determined to give half to 
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my mother, and half for these our poor ig- 
norant fellow-creatures.'' Oh, dear reader, 
what are your feelings 7 have you compas- 
sion for the heathen? do you give thus 
freely for the Lord's service. Entreat him 
without delay to incline your heart to act 
as the little Henry. He who loves the 
Lord, is merciful, and will find in life and 
in death mercy from God. He who closes 
his heart to the wants of others, and hilps 
them not, will suffer the eternal jodgmeist 
Of God, 
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XV. 

AUaVSTUS THE MISSIOKABT. 

" Alio I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us 7 Then said I, Here am I ; 
send me. " — Isaiah 6:8. 

Amono the childrea who had become re- 
generated, many at a later period made 
application to become Missionaries; but 
some of them had not the qualities neces- 
sary for this service. Augustus, however, 
the brother of our dear little Henry, was 
selected by the Lord to be a messenger to 
the heathen. He had been apprenticed to 
a slipper-maker to learn that business, 
when, through a conversation with his 
brother Henry, he first became spiritually 
inclined ; and it was while he was. receiving 
instruction on Missionary subjects that his 
eyes became fully opened to his own sins. 
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From the time he believed, he was contin- 
ually thinking of the heathen; he often felt, 
while at his work, as if he was in the midst 
of Negro children ; and in imagination re- 
lated to them the history of the Lord Jesus. 
His desire to carry them the blessed tidings 
of salvation increased daily ; though fearing 
it might arise from presumption, he prayed 
against it. I looked upon it as a call from 
the Lord, diat Augustus possessed greatly 
the power of convincing others of their sins, 
and of clearly representing the Lord Jesus 
to them. He was for a time with me, and 
afterwards four years in the Missionary 
Institution in Berlin, for instruction. At 
present he is in South Africa, and a bless- 
ing attends his labors. His brother Henry, 
who is at this time assistant to a cooper, 
thinks of following him. I recommend 
these my two pupils to the intercession of 
all my dear readers. Often do I think of 
them — so far from our circle; traveling 
from valley to valley, from forest to forest; 
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in the midst of difficulties «2id dangers; 
speaking comfort to those who sii in dark- 
ness, and in the valley of the shadow of 
death. 
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XVI. 

TBBOPHILVS AKD HERMANN. 

" Oat of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hatt per* 
fected praise."— Matt. 21 : 16. 

The awakening among the elder, *oon 
spread itself among the yoiiinger, cbitditen. 
The little Tfaeof^ilus knew and teved the 
Lord Jesus. He suffered ▼ery much from 
his eyics, whioh. for fourteen days w-ere 
quite closed by the complaint in them. 
During this period Ms mother found him 
one day sitting alone ifi the room, with the 
most cheerM t)ocmtebsince possible. She 
callad Im father to dbiservB this; and said 
to the child, "What aire you so pleased 
about, Tbeophilus?" He answered, "I re- 
joice m the Lord Jesus, who has saved me." 
Another time his father saw him with Her- 
mann, the little son of a neighbor, at play : 
they sang, knelt down and prayed, and 
then went across the street to a Jew boy of 
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their own age, with whom they had the 
following dialogue. Theophilus began, 

" Do you believe also in the Lord Jesus 
Christ?" 

Jew, No; we do not believe in him. 

Hermann, Then you will not be saved. 
Oh yes, you must believe in the Lord Jesus, 
that you may go to heaven. 

Jew. We shall go to heaven. 

Theophilus, No ; those who believe not 
in him will go to hell. 

Jew, Oh, then I will also believe in 
the Lord Jesus ! 

Let this remind y6u oi 4he words of the 
Lord, " Verily I say unto you, Except ye 
be converted, and .become as. little chil- 
dren, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." # 

Oh help us. Lord, to be like unto thee. 
We are called Christians ; blessed are we if 
we are so truly, as well as in name. 
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XVII. 

TH£ APOSTATE. 

" Hear, O heavens ; and give ear, O earth ; for the Lord 
hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me." — Isaiah 1 : 2. 

m 

Have you ever seen a tree of whkh all 
the blossoms became fruit 7 were not many 
destroyed through insects, storms, and bad 
weather? You will not be surprised to 
hear that some of these awakened children 
have gone back ta.the world. Joyfully 
have I written the above narratives, but 
painful will be to me the relation of the 
following. I say with Jeremiah 9 : 1 : " Oh 
that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my people." I will relate them, however, 
for the warning of all oiy dear readers. 
'* Let him who thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall ; he who perseveres unto 
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the end shall be saved." But to persevere 
is not easy. '' Satan walketh about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he can de- 
vour;" therefore the Lord saith, "Watch 
and pray, that ye fall not into temptation." 
So long as the children remained in the 
school, they held fast their belief; but 
when persecution for the wond's sake arose, 
according to the words of the Lord, dome 
fell away. The boy who, so fall of love 
and zeal, gave religioits in^Ttiction in the 
bake-house to the girls, went to a trades- 
man to learn a business : sii^e ^at I have 
very seldom spoken with him. By degrees 
the love of the world has again poi^essed 
hss mind, the candlestick is thrown down 
from its place^ the light is in him extin- 
guished ; he walks with the workt in tfee 
high-road, the broad way that leadeth to 
destruction. Oh that he still had ears to 
hear ! that I could be with him, and could 
convey those words of the Lord Jesus into 
his heart: "Remember, from whence thou 
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art fi^llen, auci r^peo^i and do the first 
]Hrarks, or else I will come uqto thee quick- 
ly;" the liord calls stilly T«ra ye again 
now, every one from his evil way, and 
from the evil of your doiqgs; b«K he can be 
angry as he is merciful ; therefore awake 
up, thou that sleepest, rise up from the 
dead,, that Chustmay again givQ thee light." 
This would I say to my dear Julius, who 
was one of the boys that would part with 
his skates. He grieves me greatly, all in 
him seemed so promising : he was, while 
uniBrWakened, so Violent; when he became 
a believer, so gentle, serioiKi, and zealous. 
After his confirmation, his parents, in their 
friglitful blindness, employed themselves 
constantly in trying to draw him back to 
the world; they constrained him to enter 
into its so called pleasures. Oh ! had he 
but have called in earnest upon the Lord 
Jesus, for strength to withstand, he would 
have conquered; but he neglected prayer, 
and is going on to the whirlpool of destxuc- 
6 
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tion. In order to weaken the calls of con- 
science, he very soon rushed into the most 
intoxicating pleasures around him; but Je- 
sus, the good Shepherd, would not give him 
up. In the church he was so moved 
through a sermon, that he came once more 
to me, with many tears acknowledged his 
sins, and promised again to turn to the 
Lord. But he has not kept his word : he 
suffers not Jesus, who would reward him 
with everlasting mercy, to reign in his 
heart; but Satan, the enemy of souls, who 
will plunge him in eternal perdition. Now 
he enjoys not the peace of God ; has no joy 
in the Holy Ghost; grows not in Jesus, and 
gathers not up treasures for the world to 
come; but heaps up for himself wrath for 
the day of wrath, and the revelation of the 
righteous judgments of God, which he will 
give to every one according to their works." 
Oh ye foolish and unwise, who hath be- 
witched you, that ye will not listen unto the 
truth? Why will ye thus crucify the Son 
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of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame ? Oh ! if you would but be renewed 
in heart, how blessed would you feel ! You 
would joyfully love the Lord, and know 
nothing of the yoke of Satan. The Lord 
himself calls from heaven, " I have brought 
up children, but they have forsaken me." 
You have broken the bond of Baptism: 
what you then promised to the Lord, you 
have not kjept : you have loved sin, and the 
world, and Jesus willfully deceived* 
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XVIII. 

THE BEOLAIMEP SINNEB. 

*< EejoicB with ve ; for I bow e fbuitfl my she^p vtuch was 
lost. For this my son W8^ de^ and is alive again : he was 
lost and is found."— Luke 15 : 6, 24. 

When some persons hear of an awaken- 
ing aniong children, they are acctrstomed 
to shake their heads and say, ** We 4io not 
think much of that; they will go back 
again." Such persons may, if they read 
these narrations, think their opinion is con- 
firmed in the two examples above given. 
I, however, earnestly beg them not to judge 
so hastily ; not to estimate so lightly such 
awakenings. A tree full of bloom is a 
pleasing object; though there should be no 
fruit upon it, it is adorned by the Lord, and 
therefore worthy of admiration. We regret 
very much, and have reason so to do, 
if storms come, and cut oflf the blossoms, 
and destroy the foliage. Certainly one of- 
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p tea says in the Spring, " No fruit can re- 
main upon this tree ; but what do we see in 
the Summer and Autumn?" — ^a plentiful 
produce. The Lord will not only give us 
flowers to rejoice in, but abundance of fruit 
Thus he in all ages awakens souls, which 
will be gathered as wheat into the heavenly 
gamer. Of the converted children, many 
remained true to the Lord ; of those who 
fell away, I will relate some further exam- 
ples. The boy who was so anxious about 
his schoolfellows, and with his spare 
money bought Tracts to distribute among 
them, became, after confirmation, appren- 
ticed by his father to the town musician. "^ 
His companions were a very wild set. 
They jested incessantly at the pious boy, 
whose courage soon began to fail ; and as 
he found neither time nor opportunity to 
associate with true Christians, and thus 
strengthen his faith, be gave up to his com- 



•* The Reader will recollect that many of the cuttoms re- 
ferred to in this little work, are different to those of England. 

6* 
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panions, laughed at their jokes, and began ^ 
himself) after a time, to join m making 
them, imtil at length he beoame a decided 
scoffer^ a^d lived also a most dissolute life, 
Aft^wards he entered the army, and was 
a{)pointed hautboy player in a neighboring 
town. I had not heard of him for a long 
time; but as I one day sat Tery busy/ in 
my room, there came in a tall soldier, 
whom I sdon reodlected to be my former 
pupiL *^Are you there," i said ; ** I rejoice 
that you again seek me ?" He paused ; b&« 
came very pale ; and looked so like fainting, 
Aat I sprang towards him, and piaced him 
in a chair. Wh^i he was a little recovered 
he said, **I came to ask you if there can 
still be any hope for me.^' I answered, 
"Yes, with the help of the Lord Jesus;" 
but as he was yet too ill to converse, I con- 
ducted him to his parents, and promised to 
see him again very soon. When after a 
day or two I repeated my visit, he spoke as 
follows. ^* Since I fell away from the Lord, 
I have had no rest ; I have entered into all 
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•kind* of dissipation, to overpower my con- 
science, bat in vain. I would have per- 
suaded myself that the word of God was 
only written by men ; that my early views 
proceeded from sdperBtition ; but all these 
effi)rts failed to give me eomfort As ^ 
soldier, I have always been uneasy at heart ; 
and have often thought, You are certainly 
lost, l^ut you cannot turn back:. However, 
on Sunday last, while the clock struck, and 
I should have blown upon my instrument 
before my regiment, I became so miserable 
that I could hold out no longer; and have 
to-day begged for leave of absence in order 
to come to you, and learn'whether the Lord 
would still allow me to return to him. I 
have, through my sad way of life, A> much 
injured my health, am so much weakened, 
that when I saw you, I was quite over- 
powered by my feelings, and simk into a 
swoon. Oh tell me what I can do to obtain 
m^ray. I have acted so wickedly, my sins 
arii| too great to be forgiven." A stream of ' 
teaa;§ accompanied his lyojrds. I said to 
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him, ' Be comforted, my son ; Jesus accepts . 
the sinner. You speak like the Prodigal 
Son : ^ I will arise, and go to my Father, 
and say unto him. Father, I hare sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy Son.' You 
speak as David to Nathan, ' I have sinned 
against the Lord;' I speak as Nathan to 
Dajdd, 'The Lord hath taken away thy 
sin/ Only believe." We prayed together ; 
but he could not directly find comfort : 
though it was not long ere he was restored 
.^ peace, and returned to his regiment with 
1^ firm determination to remain true to his 
Saviour, and serve him until des^ When 
his military career was at an ^1, he en- 
tered a seminary for instruction, and is now 
teacher in a free-school. May the Lord 
keep him, in his love, unto the end. Yes; 
Jesus will accept sinners, even those who 
may be called the greatest of sinners, who 
have fallen away from him ; if they fiy from 
the service of sin, and seek him in earneist, 
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he will give them the foretaste of salvation; 
not one needs be shut out. Oh may the 
sound of this salvation be heard in all lands, 
by Heathen, Turks, Jews, and Christians, 
that all may know Jesus the Saviour of 
sinners. 
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XIX. 

NBOBSSITY TEAOHES FBATEB. 

" They looked unto him, and were lightened ; and their 
faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord 
heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles."— Psalm 
24 : 6. 

The dfear little Charles was also one of 
the young converts ; biit was certainly not 
at first impressed with a living faith. After 
a time he went to a Grammar school, fell 
again into the ways of the world, and 
prayed no more unto the Lord. From this 
school he came back to his native town, 
and had a situation in an apothecary's shop; 
but as he was weak, he could not bear the 
strong scents in it, therefore was obliged to 
. choose another way of life. He determined 
to get a situation in the Post Office, and for 
this purpose had private instruction from a 
pious, belfeving man. *' You must pray for 
success," said the latter to him as he 
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returned to the Grammar school for exami- 
nation. Tliis he did not do. When how- 
ever, in the following year, every thing 
depended upon his being in the first class, 
where his master did not seem inclined to 
place him, then his teacher's words sounded 
incessantly in his ears: *' You must pray :" 
and his sjns rose up as mountains before 
him: he felt he was too unworthy to be 
heard, but he would try and pray. And 
behold, he did try, though at first in vain ; 
then he became anxious, and searched 
among his dust-covered books for the Bible; 
he read, and all that he had heard at school 
returned to his mind. Now he threw him- 
self in the dust before the Lord, and could 
pray : above all things, he prayed for for- 
giveness of his sins, the renewing of his 
mind, and that he might succeed. Behold, 
his prayers were heard in every particular. 
This afiected and humbled him greatly; 
and he has lived ever since, in spite of many 
struggles with the world, a decided believer; 
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and his desire of gaining a situation in the 
Post Office was granted. Anottier boy, as 
he at a later period related to me, thought 
to himself, during the hours of religious in- 
struction, that he must turn to God, or he 
i^ould be lost. However, when he, after 
school, mixed with the other boys, all his 
resolutions were forgotten. Then he qui- 
eted his conscience with the thought that, 
when he was confirmed, he would give 
himself up to the Lord ; but at that time he 
had a new coat and bunch of flowers given 
him, which took up all his thoughts; so 
that the Confirmation address made no im- 
pression upon him. After this he learnt 
gardening from his father ; and as all his 
companions were quite unconcerned about 
God's word and everlasting life, he went 
on for more than a year without recollecting 
that he must work out his own salvation 
with fear and trembling. His parents had 
occasion to go on a journey; he alone re- 
^mained in the house, which stood very re- 
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tired in the garden. He became fearful of 
thieves. "Oh!" thought he, "if thieves 
were to come and kill you, what would 
then become of your soul ; you are still un- 
converted." He wait into the house, fell 
upon his knees, and prayed. He acknowl- 
edged and bewailed his sins; he prayed 
they might be forgiven, though he came' so 
late for pardon ; and the Lord heard him. 
He could believe, and arose joyfully from 
prayer. Yes, he was constrained to weep 
tears of joy : all fear of thieves was taken 
from him; his Bible, which he sought out 
and read, was sweet to him as manna, — ^he 
could scarcely leave off reading. His pa- 
rents, and his brothers and sisters, were now 
greatly opposed to him, but he held fast to 
Jesus. From time to time he brought me 
a gift for the Missions ; then I conversed 
with him. His father did not allow him 
to come to me, nor to associate with believ- 
ing people ; so long as I continued master 
he remained true to his faith. God grant 
7 
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that he sliil is so, and may remain so mntil 
eternity ! Ah ! thus, if -many a seed appears 
to be strewed in rain, as if the winter's cold 
had cut it off, in spring it will revive, come 
up green, and bear fruit for eternity. Lord, 
shew us the fruitfulness of thy words, 
though now often hidden from our view. 
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XX. 

* fiEiiCAiirma rMTHitjL. 

" I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk 
in truth."— 3 John, 4. 

By the potver of God, man is, through 
graee, preserved unto salvation. It is not 
our merit, but his grace, if we persevere. 
If a man is in the midst of the storms and 
temptations of thie world, and does not fall 
away, he has nothing tb boast of; but deep^ 
I7 to humble himself, and praise the Lord, 
who has brought to pass such a miracle of 
grace. To fall into sin, is man and Satan's 
work; to rise from the fall, and persevere 
in faith, the gift of God. May erery one 
of my dear pupils who find themselves ^a 
these pages, mark well, and never fiirget, 
the word of the Lord: "Abide in me; so 
shall you bring forth much fruit; without 
me ye can da nothtog.^' Among those who 
remained faithful, there were many who 
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were supported by believing parents or re- 
lations, but there were many also who stood 
quite alone. Among these were the broth- 
ers Henry and Augustus, who were con- 
strained to exhort their mother to believe, 
instead of being kept by her in the fear of 
God. They were both apprenticed to mas- 
ters who were very far from the kingdom 
of heav^i; all however who remained true 
to their faith, made use, as much as pos- 
sible, of the means of grace. They went 
regularly to church ; read by themselves the 
Holy Scriptures ; and attended the meetings 
for religious imiwrovement, at which true be- 
lievers in the town assembled weekly for 
prayer ; while of those who separated them- 
selves from the company of believers, no 
one remained faithful. Henry was now 
apprenticed to his master, upon condition 
that he should be allowed to attend the re- 
ligious meetings. Afterwards these meet- 
ings, for want of room in the house, were 
held in the'church — but not in the evenings 
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when Work ceases, so that the yoatig people 
could very seldom go to them. They very 
soon themselves felt the disadvantage of 
this. One Sabbath two of them came to 
me. To my question of how they went on, 
they answered, "Not very Well; there is 
among us no more of our fii^st works and 
feelings. When we meet together, quarrels 
and disputed arise ; and it is written, (1 Cot. 
3: 3,) *For whereas there is among you 
envyings, and strife, and divisions, are ye 
not carnal, and waflc as men?' " 

I asked, " Whence comes this?" they an- 
swered, " We are all become colder in our 
Christmn profession, because we hear too 
little of God's word, and seldotn can attend 
a prayer-meeting." "Do you not meet 
amongst each other?" said I. "Where 
should we meet?" answered he: "In our 
house my master would not JSulfer it." The 
other said all the drildr^ are fei our sitting* 
room; they make too mueh distufbtece, 
and the workshop in too small." Then I 
7# 
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remembered the words of the Lord, (Colos. 
3 : 16,) " Let the word of God dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and admpn- 
ishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord.' Heb. 3 : 12, 13 : 
* Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any 
of you an evil heart of unbelief, in depart- 
ing from the living God. But exhort one 
another daily, while it is called To-day; lest 
any of you be hard^ied through the deceit- 
fulness of sin,' What he here says to you^ 
that do; and what you would do, that do 
quickly." " Go up," I continued, " into my 
chamber : as often as you meet for mutual 
improvement, take the Bible, read a passage, 
converse upon it, and then pray together." 
They stood still at the door, and were em- 
barrassed; they thought they could not 
pray aloud in the presence of others. I 
said to them, "Only ejaculate what the 
Lord teaches you. Social prayer, is quite 
needful for you ; you must never neglect it 
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when you come together : you will soon 
enjoy the fruits of this." At length they 
went up stairs : it was a long time before 
they came back; and oh how joyful and 
blessed they then looked ! They had read, 
then imparted to each other the state of 
their hearts, and one after another prayed ; 
they felt themselves strengthened in faith 
and love, and went home rejoicing. 

The next Sabbath they again came, but 
not alone ; several others accompanied them ; 
and in a short time their number increased 
greatly. Many of them were from among 
the trades-people and professions; they grew 
visibly in the Lord. How blessed were 
these young people ! While too many other 
youths were wasting their precious Sabbaths 
and holidays in public houses — there sac- 
rificing their hard earned wages as well as 
their healths; these refreshed their souls 
with the bread of life; sang hymns and 
spiritual songs ; and so improved themselves 
in this exercise by means of a Singing So- 
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ciety, that they sung publicly in the chnrch- 
es <Hi festival days. They also read together 
Missionary intelligence, and collected large* 
ly for the poor heathen. They were econom- 
ical in their habits ; so that though they 
dressed well, yet they laid by something. 
Most of them are already master- workmen, 
and form truly Christian families ; bthers 
have situations in schools, where they la- 
bor with a blessing. For you, dear readier, 
as well as for them, is eternal life preplarfed. 
Oh separate not yourself from your Sa- 
viour's love ; choose the blessing, and re- 
ject the curse. 
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XXI. 

THE MANNER IN WHIOH THE YOUNa MEN 
ENTERED UPON THE NEW TEAR. 

" Having eyery one of them harps and golden vials fhll of 
odors, which are the prayers of the Saints." — Rev. 6 : 8. 

One New Year's Eve will never be for- 
gotten by me. The children of this world 
are accustomed to close the Old in the pleas- 
ures of sin, and to begin the New in the 
same manner. Our dear young men in 
Christ did otherwise. They assembled 
again at my house, in the upper room, 
(whilst I lay ill in bed), for spiritual im- 
provement: they commenced with singing, 
and then read a passage of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and commented upon it It became 
late, almost eleven, and still I did not hear 
them come down. I thought they must 
have gone away without my being aware 
of it, but found from my wife that they 
were still there. She sent the servant up 
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stairs to see how they were employed, and 
she, when she came down, gave the follow- 
ing accoimt: "I heard," said she, "that 
they were praying, and Remained standing 
at the door. One prayed after another. Oh ! 
I never in my life heard such praying; it 
struck quite through my heart." Upon 
this my wife went up also for a little time ; 
she could not describe the fervbr with 
which these young men ptais^ thdr Lord 
for all his goodness towards them and all 
mankind. Thus did they close the old year, 
and thus did they entejr upon the new. 
They spake and were silent; thejr praised 
and deplored ; they found wbrds to speak of 
miseiry, and of mercy ; they wept w'ith those 
who wept, and rcgoieed with Uiose who re- 
joiced. 
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XXII. 

THE SIOK OHILDREN. 

" Daya should speak, and miiltitude of years sliould teach 
wisdom. Great men are not always wise; neither do the 
aged understand judgment." — ^Job 32 : 7 — 9. 

Of the Jews who went out of Egypt 
nnder Moses, only Joshua and Caleb en- 
tered the Promised Land; the others, on 
account of their unbelief, were slain in the 
wildemess. Thus among those of my pu- 
pils who have until this time remained 
faithful, some may yet fall away and be 
lost Concerning one I am very uneasy. 
He is become one of those who would be 
considered pious, and have ever Christ in 
thdr mouths, without having experienced 
genuine repentance — who are unmindful of 
God's word. " Whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 
my disciple." (Luke 14 : 33.) He joins in 
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the ways of the world too readily; his ex- 
cuse is, " Christian liberty." " Yes," I say 
with the Apostle Paul, "you have been 
called unto liberty, only use not liberty for 
an occsusion unto the jfliesh." Another seeks 
for the good opinion of the world ; he is be- 
come indifferent in prayer, in reflecting upon 
the word of God, in intercourse with the 
children of God. Intercourse with a mere 
worldling, whose friendship brought upon 
him no reproach, became dearer to him 
than that of the despised followers of 
the Lord. His belief is become lukewarm. 
The Lord says, " I know thy works, that 
thou art neither cold nor hot : so then be- 
cause thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth." 
Be then, dear reader, diligent, and repent 
you of your sins." A third is an inn- 
keeper, and is too much engaged with his 
business to attend to the things of God. A 
fourth suffers himself to be kept back by 
his unbelieving, yet weak wife, from work- 
ing out his own salvatiqji with fear ^.nd 
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trembling. And "they all with one con- 
sent began to make excuse : I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I must needs go and 
see it : I have taken a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come," &c. &c. (Luke 14 : 18.) Is 
it not to be feared that, of the supper to 
which they are invited, they will never 
partake? But secure are all they who die 
in Jesus. Some of my dear converted chil- 
dren God was pleased to remove from this 
life of sin, to that life where wickedness 
does not pervert the understanding, nor 
false teachers deceive the soul: also of 
these I will give some examples. Twa dear 
little children, of a poor, pious family, were * 
afflicted with the dropsy. Both suffered 
great pain. The youngest lay patient as a. 
little lamb, and prayed earnestly that the 
Lord Jesus would come quickly, and take^ 
him to himself. The eldest child was not 
so patient; he prayed also, but it was to be 
well again. He was not willing to die. 
When the parents strictly examined the 
8 
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children upon.the state of their hearts1>efore 
God, they -found in the youngest a lively 
sense of sin, but also grace. Not so the 
eldest ; he did not clearly see his sinfulness. 
The parents prayed fervently that tfie Lojd 
irould bestow upon him, also, repentance 
and faith. The youngest soon after slept 
in Jesus. Soon after the other brother be- 
came heartfbroken on account of his sins 5 
he prayed with tears for forgiveness, and 
received comfort, and longed also to be 
with JesQs. He died strong in faith. Both 
parents, and some friends who had seen 
these two dear lambs so blessedly fall 
asleep, were enabled to praise the Lord that 
he had so early, and in the faith, taken them 
to himself: they concluded by singing the 
hymn, ** Hallelujah, praise the Lord more 
and more for all his works." Where chil- 
dren of the world are without comfort, even 
there can God's children joyfully exclaim, 
"If every soul knew Jesus, and how inex- 
pre.s^iHy blessed the state of the true Chris- 
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tian is; oh! with what joy would they 
come out from the tumult of the world, and 
immovably rest upon the blood and suffer- 
ings of their Lord and Saviour. 
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XXIII. 

THE TEAOBER'S SON, WHO BECAME HIS 
FATHERS TEACHER. 

" If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giyeth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it shall be giyen 
him. But let him ask in fidth, nothing wayering. "--James 
1: 6. 

There came into the school, from a neigh- 
boring village, the son of a schoolmaster. 
One day, as he bad not learned what he 
had to do in geography, I suffered him to 
remain in my room. He continued three 
hours with me, and still could not say three 
of the towns' names that he had to learn ; 
when I reprqjred him, and still longer kept 
him in. Hi cried very much, and said, 
" Master, it is not my fault; I studied yester- 
day until midnight, but I cailnot remember 
it." Upon hearing this, I felt very much 
fcr the poor boy, aud said to him, " If you 
cannot remember it, keeping in will do no 
good ; go h6tfie, and try to learn something ; 
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but every time before you study pray to God 
for strength and grace to do it ; and if you 
wish him to hear you, you must give him 
your whole heart, and believe in the Lord 
Jesus." The dear boy earnestly sought his 
Saviour in prayer, and learnt so vrell that 
he soon became one of the first in the class. 
When he was about fourteen years of age, 
he was taken ill, and returned home. I nev- 
&c saw him again, but heard joyful account 
of him. He was in a consumption, and bore 
his sufferings patiently. Once he became 
• very sorrowful This surprised his friends, 
who had seen him always so contented and 
cheerful. They asked him what was the 
meitter, and then he s^id, ^'My heart is so 
heavy. I diall soon die. I hope that I 
shall be saved, for I believe in my Lord 
Jesus; but father, mother, sisters, ye are 
not all yet in the right way, ye have not the 
true faith." " What do you say, my son ?" 
said the father ;n" we have all the Christian 
faith, and that is the true one. Be easy 
about us." " No, that I cannot," answered 
8*^ 
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the son; "for you only believe with the 
head, not with the heart." The father 
was angry at this, and the boy was obliged 
to be silent : but after a little time he began 
again. At first they heeded not his words, 
but afterwards thought more of them, 
and at length began to pray in earnest. 
The sisters became believers, and both pa- 
rents earnestly sought the Lord ere their 
son, rejoicing over them, gently, and in 
peace, slept in Jesus. 

Oh Lord ! how glorious will be that day 
when the assembly of the blessed, purified 
and free from all sin, shall joyfully glori- 
fy thee alone in that city " where there 
shall be no need of sun, neither of the moon 
to shine in it; for the glory of the Lord 
shall lighten it, and the Lamb be the 
light thereof." 
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XXIV. 

THE BLESSED DEATH OF THE LITTLE HERMANN. 

" And I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth." 
—Rev. 14 : 13. 

Hermann was but eleven years old, and 
attended the second class of boys. He was 
very quiet and diligent. While he contin- 
ued in health, he was unacquainted with 
the state of his own heart ; but when he be- 
came ill, he sent to beg I would visit him : 
and when I went, I found in him a precious 
«oul before God. He lay with closed eyes 
upon his sick bed. His mother, as I entered 
the room, related to me what a dear son he 
was, and what* an impression all the relig- 
ious instruction I had given him had made 
upon him. I had upon one occasion told^ 
him, that before the hours appointed for 
these lessons he should not play about, but 
sit still in his place and pray. This he 
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had never neglected, and since had been 
seriously impressed with God's word. 
At home he had repeated all he had 
heard. In the evenings, had explained 
to his parents the passages in the Bible I 
^ad explained in the school. On these oc- 
casions, his father was accustomed to fas- 
ten the door, that no one might come in. 
He had daily warned his parents and his 
only sister, that they must be converted, or 
they could not be saved. This had caused 
them to died many tears, now he was very 
ill and likely to die. I went to his bedside ; 
he lay in great pain, and had heard nothing 
of his mother's conversation. " Hermann," 
said I, "do you hear jny voice?" He 
bowed his head a little. " You are indeed 
in great pain," I continued. He repeated 
the movement. " Are you willing to go to 
your Saviour?" Now he opened his eyes, 
andTSoked at me cheerftiUy, and said, 
" Yes." ' " Are you not a sinner ?" " Yes : 
but I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
hope he will save me." Then he closed 
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his eyes again. I said, 'M hope, too, that 
you will be saved, as you beheve in Christ. 
Persevere but a Uttle longer, and he will 
take you to himself." This, or very like it, 
was our conversation. It is too long since 
for me to relate the whole, word for word*, 
that passed. I had not much time, but 
prayed with him, and returned to the 
school. Before I could again visit him I was 
informed of his death ; but being anxious to 
see all that remained of him, I once more 
went to his dwelling, and beheld his calm 
and peaceful countenance. His mother re- 
lated to me his blessed end. It was thus. 
He had once more opened his eyes, and 
called his father, mother, and sister to 
his bedside. He first addressed his father, 
and caressing him, said, ''Dear father, I 
thank you for all the goodness you have 
shown to me. You hoped I should have 
been your support in age, and now I die ; 
but weep not, I die blessed. If I had re- 
mained in the world, perhaps t should hav6 
become weak in faith, and have been lost. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



94 THE LITTLK HERMANN. 

O ! dear father, torn you also to the Lord.'* 
He then had a pair of sciss(»rs and some 
paper brought him, and cut out a coffin ; and 
this he gave to his sister, with the prayer 
that she might always think of death, and 
be prepared for it He cut one ouC for his 
mother also ; and had scarcely laid down 
the scissors and paper, than with a cheerful 
smile he lay down, saying, "Now come, 
Lord Jesus ;" and was gently released from 
all his sufferings. On the day of the funer- 
al, all his school-fellows followed the body 
to the grave. Notwithstanding the weath- 
er was rainy, many grown persons also 
came to the ceremoify. After the coffin 
was let down into the earth, I related sim- 
ply the holy death of the child, and exhort- 
ed the weeping assemblage around me to 
repentance, that they might die as happy 
as this little Hermann; and the Lord was 
pleased to bless this word unto their souls. 
As we returned, there were two boys b^ 
fore me and the uBder master, whom wa 
had not remarked. One of them was the 
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often mentioned little Henry. The other 
said, " I cannot believe that Hermann will 
rise again ; his body will decay." Henry- 
answered, "You know not the power of 
God. Shall not he who has already once 
created the body out of nothing, be able to 
restore it?" " But where is the soul in the 
mean timeT' said the other. " Oh," replie% 
Henry, "do not be uneasy about that, the 
good God will appoint us a place ; thmk 
only of repenting, and having faith, that 
you may be saved." Most of the children 
went home weeping. One said, "I will 
never again curse and swear — ^I will repent, 
like Hermann." Many said, "We will 
become like Hermann, that we may be 
saved like him." Also some grown-up per- 
sons at this funeral were struck with a 
sense of their sins, and began to lead a new 
life. But what will you do, my dear read- 
ers of all ages 7 Oh! let us consider the 
covenant, made in our youth with God. 
Qh ! let us die unto the world, and live to 
Jesus, until the grave closes upon us. 
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Then shall we also, when the time of our 
departure is at hand, be able to say with 
the Apostle, "I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : 
Ipnd not to me only, but to all them also that 
love his appearing." Amen. (2 Tim. 4: 7.) 
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** Foi* this my son was dead, and is alive again ; He was lost, 
«id is found. And they began to be merry. "—Luke 16 : 24.* 



Christian R , a tailor, lived a very 

dissipated life, and was particularly ad- 
dicted to play and drink. Not even the 
affecting remoiLStrances of his \^e could 
turn him from Ihese sins. Also his relations, 
as well as ttie minister, frequently coun- 
selled, and pointed out the right way to 
this ungodly man; but they labored in 
Tain. As soon as their backs were turned, 
he laughed and jeered at them. The Lord 
also failed not to visit him. R — - jiad 
two children, who were taken from him by 
death ; but he did not seem to r^nark that 
these blows were intimations from the 
Lord, and a summons to repentance. He 
. 9 
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was soon after visited in another manner. 
After a violent quarrel which he had with 
his wife, the latter fell into a dangerous 
illness. Her miserable state, which he 
must consider as his own work, struck him 
to the heart. When, however, his wife 
regained her health, he returned to his 
former way of life. After this, a fire broke 
out in his neighbor's house. His own, 
which was also in flames, was wonderfully 
preserved; but in ibks he would not see the 
hand of the Lord, nor understand his warn- 
ing voice. The merciful God must make 
use of still stroller means, before this 
hardened sinner would suffer himself to be 
softened. He became dangerously ill, and 
at the gates of death. His conscience 
awoke, and tormented him more by its 
reproaches than all the pains his illness 
caused him — ^he could rest neither day nor 
night. At last, however, to the astonish- 
ment of all around him, he fell into a deep 
sleep; during which^ from time to time, 
they observed an uneasiness and convul- 
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sion in his countenance. After three hours^ 
he awoke, and earnestly begged his wife to 
send for the minister. The latter- came, 
and the sick man spoke, and gave the fol- 
lowing account: — "After much anguish 
and uneasiness, I fell asleep, and have, as 
I am told, slept three hours. No one knows 
what has occurred to me during that time. 
It speared to me as if I strtiggled in the 
hardest agonies of death, and sunk under 
the most terrible pains. Then it seemed as 
if I was conducted by an angel through 
large companies of the blessed, and through 
crowds of thousands of angels, whose s(Higs 
of praise somided from one end of heaven 
to the otter. O Ood, what a shudder then 
came over me ! my knees tottered more and 
more. I could not move — my companion 
bore me. At length I beheld in the distance 
a splendid elevated throne ; and one who 
sat upon it, whose countenance I cannot 
describe. ' It is,^ said my cc^ductor, * the 
Judge of the world, who will judge every 
one according to bis 'Works, whether they 
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be good, or whether they be evil, — that is, 
Jesus Christ, the Judge of all Wast thou 
pious? didst thou keep close to him? then 
have courage — th^i be comforted, and 
draw near.' My torments increased, the 
closer I approached this awful Being. I 
cannot describe what my feelings were; 
but this I thought, that in hell no one could 
sufler greater torments than I suffered at 
this moment I was now arrived; the 
Judge looked at me earnestly, then lifted 
up his voice, and brought all my sins before 
me. How terrified was I then at myself! 
Every word v^s as a stroke of a dagger in 
my heart. No sound could I utter. It was 
as if all whom I had injured, misled, or 
caused tojnxffer, stood rorind the judgment- 
>iMat of the Lord ; and that every one went 
up and complained of me, and called upon 
the Judge for vengeance. Even the sins of 
my youth were singly brought to light 
All was revealed — all the wiokedoess that 
I had in secret practiced | or that I had ia« 
tended to practice. Also, 3Pk«| revered Pas^ 
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tor, witnessed against me, that I had not 
followed your warnings and exhortations, 
and through my ungodly example had been 
a scandal to the congregation. You, dear 
wife, stood up also against me, and con- 
fessed that I would not listen. At* the same 
time I saw my blessed father and^mother 
among tl^crowd with streaming eyes, look- 
ing at me, and grieving for me, wringing 
their hands. And now the Judge spoke ; un- 
veiled my most secret thoughts — the most 
Mdcten desires of my heart — brought all my 
evil deeds to light which I had performed 
in secret, and with the greatest circumspec- 
tion had kept from the world. What 
guanoes did the whAe assembly now cast 
upon me. I believed, at this moment, no- 
thing dse than ihat my soul must perish. 
It is still as if I could hear the words of 
the Judge of all the earth : ' Thou hast thy- 
self {Nrepared thy misery. What have I 
not done to point out to thee the way of 
salvation? I gave thee parents, who 
brought thee up in the truth, and led thee 
9* 
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o(t»u into the company of good men, that 
thou mightest take example from them; 
and, notwithstandmg all this, thou woaldst 
wander from me, and walk in the way of 
destruction. How have I called to thee, 
and sought to save thee ; but in vain all 
my calls. In vain that I, through the 
death of thy father and mother,^ught to 
awaken thee. In vain that I, through the 
loss of thy children, would have humbled 
thee. In vain that I, in the dangerous ill- 
ness of thy wife, struck thy heart. In vaia 
that I, that frightful night, shewed thee that 
without me thy house and property would 
have been consumed by fire. Behold thus 
have I ever sought to^raw thee to me, to 
awaken thee to repentance and eonversion ; 
but thy heart remained cold and uniftoved, 
and thy conduct ever the same. Thou art 
thyself guilty of thy condemnation.' It is 
impossible, dear Pastor, that I can dtscribe 
to you the shame, the fear-^in sl^ort, all 
the torture I endured. Oh God J what 
would I not then have given if I could have 
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recalled the last ten years of my life. Al- 
ready I trembled in the expectation of hear- 
ing that sentence's* condemnation : ' Depart 
from me, ye oursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels ;' but 
all at once a light cloud enciicled me, and 
bore me away from that terrible place. . I 
now awo]||. Oh that I could go over the 
world, and relate to all obstinate sinners 
what I have experienced ; but no, no, they 
would not believe it. I would not have 
believed it ; and for many years despised 
the name that now calls me to repentance. 
Oh, now, I know what I liave done, and 
see it with terror. Oh, Jesus ! what is there 
before me. Pray, imx Pastor-^h do you 
pray for me; and. you also dear wife. 
Perhaps the merciful God will listen to the 
united prayers of pious hearts for a miser- 
able sinner." Scalding tears obstructed 
the voiqe of the sick man, and powerless 
he sank: baok upon his pillow. Now began 
the worthy minister, who until this time 
had listened, deeply affected, to the narra- 
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tion, to point oat to the wretched man He 
who came into the world to seek and save 
lost smners, who himself ftath said, '^ There 
will be joy in the presence #f the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth; and 
in whom we have salvatidn tlirough his 
blood — even the forgiveness of sins.'' 

He then prayed with the sick|^; wlio, 
through the pious conversation, and earnest 
prayers of the good minister, felt himself 
wonderfidly refreshed. From this time he 
improved daily. The pious guardian of 
souls ccmversed often with him, and at his 
desire administered to him the Holy Sacra- 
ment; of which he certainly now, for the 
first time, in a right manner partook. He 
was at last quite restored to health. The 
change which, during his illness, had taken 
place in the mind of this man, still shewed 
itself, to the astonish^nt of every one, in 
his conduct. He was not at all like his 
former ^self. He w^ indeed bom again. 
His most preci^s Venjoyn^n^ now was 
prayer, and the study of poll's Word. He 
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lived ten years longer, to the joy and com- 
fort of his wife; and all belonging to him. 
His end was |^at of a Christian, who, in 
the faith of his Saviour, departs in the joy- 
ful hope of dwelling forever with the Lord. 
Reader, whoever you are, if these narra- 
tives have touched your heart, then con- 
sider well that there is not always time 
given upon a sick bed for conversion ; not 
always time enough left for the sinner to 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. To- 
day thou art in life : to-day turn unto the 
Lord, before the night cometh, when no 
one can work. 
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A 8T0RT FAOM SOUTH AFRICA. 

Malagarch, a little Bechuana boy, five 
years old, died like a true believer. He 
begged his two brothers to pray and be- 
lieve. When near death, he called his 
mother and said, ** Give me your hand, I 
want to kiss you. I am going to Jesus. 
How long I have wished to see him ! Look 
at me ; I do not weep. I do not fear, be- 
cause I believe in Jesus : He has forgiven 
me. I was a liar, a thief, but He pardons 
all. You must all pray, all believei" 

A Child hath gone to heaven, 

6onel6om a distai^and, 
His fears all hashed, his sins forgiren. 

Before the throne to stand. 

4 

How came that little one 
' To tread the shining road ? 
^ : Where did he dwell? where Christ was known! 
Where every one loved God ? .. *, 
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No-— firom a heathen home 
Those infant footsteps pressed ; 

Chrki suffered every child to come ; 
He ^ent a|^ he was hlessed. 

Children of this land ! ^tay, 
* And hear his dying word : 
» ** Listen, ye must helieve and pray, 
If ye would see the Lord."' 

Shall heathen children dwell 

In the bright realms of day? 
Shall they'heayen's songs of glory swell. 

And you be cast away ? 

No— now while life is given, 

While Jesus smiles in love. 
Come, and along the path to heaven 

With joy and gladness move. 
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"UTTLE JOHH.' 
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Vh^t makes dear sister sable wear? ' 

What makes her look so fad ? ' 

always cry when I go there, 

To see her feel so bad. 

^hat makes her weep, when round the heirth 

We meet to sing and pray ? 
iThat shall, what can^ I do for her : 

O Bd^, dear mother, sai/ ? 

ler heart is broke,^' that mother said 

In answer to her lv)y ; 
{er husband and her child are dead, 

And noT^ht will give. her joy." 

!'es, I remember little John : 

He used to vlay with me, 
.nd I was with him when he fell 

From off the * Old Ehn Tree.' " 

)o you remember how we stood 

Around his dying bed ? » 

h you remember how you cried. 

When tfid that he was dead? 

!'ou placed your hand upon his brow, < 

And said that it was cold, 
'was strange,^ you thought, < that he should die,' 

Fai«he was not yet ollf 

ind in the ground, I saw them lay 

Him downj* you said, * to skep,^ " 
) when he wakes, dear mother, then 

Sister will cease to toccp." 
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